Permanent Painting

CHAPTER XXI

THE FAILURE OF SIR JOSHUA
REYNOLD'S PAINTINGS

ONE of the greatest portrait painters who ever
lived and the man who made the most fail-
ures of his art, was Sir Joshua Reynolds, the
obvious reason being that he was always after the
search of the secret of the ancient masters, and as
far as we can deduce, he never made a single inves-
tigation and hardly ever painted two pictures alike
from the technical standpoint. During three years
of his career, he painted on an average one portrait
every three days. He was just as careless at times
in his imitative style as he was in the selection of his
pigments, for many of his clients refused to accept
the pictures after he had finished them, because
they did not resemble the sitter. It was his custom
to paint simply the face and the hands, and per-
mitted his students to fill in the dresses and the
background. In nearly every one of his pictures
that has faded and decomposed only the face and
hands are affected, the rest of the picture being in
perfect condition.

He kept a diary which was written in a jargon of
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